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Opinion 2.1

"?To what extent do you agree or disagree”
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Jlgadl

Some governments charge drivers a fee to enter the centre of a city
during busy hours. Some people say this is the best way to reduce
traffic.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?



B3 pans syl dusas — bl

Position: charge works, but not BEST. Public transport is better.
P1: yes it works — free driving = no reason to switch. London,
traffic fell.

P2: but only if alternative exists — otherwise rich pay, road
refills.

P3: transport removes the reason instead of punishing. Slower,
costlier.

End: keep it, but not the best tool.

i aBgall ol bagl oV .ddazdl i (b 83519 dlolS dlaz 1247 ¥ @il as)
Juad a8 gall 1yam 2y 8)lizall {86V — ago iyl liay 58,86 sl Jus Vgl
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>3 gaill dldall
Charging drivers to enter city centres at peak times has become common
in large cities, and it does reduce the number of cars on the road. I do not

believe it is the best solution, however. Congestion charging treats the
.symptom, while better public transport treats the cause

The case for the charge is straightforward. Driving into a busy centre is
currently free, so people who could travel another way have no reason to.
Putting a price on it changes that calculation immediately. London saw
traffic inside its charging zone fall sharply within a year of introducing
the scheme, and the money raised can be spent on roads and buses. As a

.short-term measure, it works

The problem is what it assumes. A charge only pushes people out of their
cars if they have somewhere else to go. In cities where buses are slow and
trains are crowded, drivers do not switch; they simply pay, and the road
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fills up again with those who can afford it. The result is a quieter centre
for wealthier drivers rather than a city that moves better. It also does
nothing for people who were never driving in the first place, who usually

.have the worst commute of anyone

Investing in public transport works the other way round. A train every
five minutes removes the reason to drive instead of punishing the choice,
and it improves daily life at every income level. It is slower to build and

.far more expensive, which is exactly why governments prefer the charge

Congestion charging is a useful tool and I would keep it. I would not call

.1t the best one
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However, there is also a problem with this. If people don't have
other ways to travel, they will not stop driving. In many cities the
buses are very bad and the trains are always full of people. So the
rich people will just pay the money and continue to drive their
cars, and the road will be full again. Moreover, it is not good for
the poor people who cannot drive anyway.
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Discussion 2.2

".Discuss both views and give your own opinion”
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Some people think children should begin learning a foreign
language in primary school. Others believe secondary school is

early enough.

Discuss both views and give your own opinion.
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Opinion: primary — BUT only with a trained teacher.

View A (secondary): crowded timetable, weak teachers, teens learn
grammar faster.

View B (primary): accent window closes ~10; absorb without
translating. Cousin example.

Me: B stronger, with the condition. Bad early teaching = worse than
none.

End: the real argument is about resources, not children.

o 38 ol ouldl o T (925 Jis wsy3l Bye JoUI ol s iyl ol s
821808 dailsl culoss oailsie s oLl 255 dlel

..“-‘-) .II ajl“ II
Language teaching now starts earlier in many countries than it did a
generation ago, and not everyone thinks this is an improvement. Both

sides have a reasonable case, though I believe the evidence favours

.starting young

Those who prefer secondary school usually argue from practicality.
Young children learn slowly in formal lessons, and a primary timetable is
already crowded with reading, writing and mathematics. An hour of
French at the age of seven, taught by someone who barely speaks French,
may achieve very little. Teenagers, by contrast, can study grammar
deliberately and make visible progress in months. On this view an early

.start simply wastes time that the basics need

The argument for primary school rests on something different. It is not
about speed but about sound. Children who hear a second language

before roughly the age of ten tend to keep a pronunciation close to a

15



native speaker's, and that advantage fades as they get older. They also
absorb language without translating it first, a habit most adult learners
never recover. My cousin moved country at six and now sounds local in
.both her languages; her brother, who moved at fourteen, does not

I find the second argument stronger, with one condition attached. An
early start only helps if the teaching is good. A badly taught primary class
is worse than no class at all, because it convinces children the language is

dull before they are old enough to judge. Where trained specialists exist,

.primary school is clearly the better time to begin
.Both sides are really arguing about resources rather than about children
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o] gy — iyl 8,88 — dsylyll 5,84l

In my opinion, I think that the second argument is better. But it
depends on the teacher. If the teacher is good, then the children
will learn very well, but if the teacher is not good, then it is not
useful and maybe the children will not like the language in the
future. So in conclusion I agree with starting in primary school but

only in some situations.
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Advantages and disadvantages 2.3

"?Do the advantages outweigh the disadvantages”
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Jlgl
More people now work from home instead of travelling to an office
every day.

Do the advantages of this development outweigh the
disadvantages?

596 g sl duas — i3l

Verdict: advantages win — but not for everyone. Depends on career
stage.

Adv: time. 10 hrs/wk commute unpaid. Money. Parent at 3:30 = job
possible at all.

Dis: juniors lose sideways learning. Isolation for people living
alone.

WEIGH: the costs have fixes, the commute doesn't. « this is the
essay
End: mix the two, don't go back.

dails clillie hlo «oje)l o g clihs s ol agall 9o gl ol

>3 gaill dlaall

Home working stopped being unusual several years ago and is now a
normal arrangement across whole industries. Weighing the two sides, I
think the gains are clearly larger, although the balance shifts depending

.on who is doing the working

The clearest advantage is time. A commute of an hour each way costs a

worker around ten hours a week, unpaid, and returns nothing. Removing

20



it gives that time back to sleep, family or exercise, and all three show up
later in how well someone does the job. The money matters too: no fare,
no lunch bought near the office. For a parent who must collect a child at
half past three, the difference is not convenience — it decides whether the

.Jjob is possible at all

The costs are real, but they fall unevenly. The most serious one lands on
new employees. Skill in most professions is picked up sideways:
overhearing how a colleague handles an angry client, asking the small
question that is not worth writing an email about. A junior working alone
at home learns the tasks and misses the profession. Isolation is the
.second cost, and it weighs far more on people who live by themselves

What decides it for me is that the disadvantages have solutions and the
commute does not. A team can meet twice a week, pair new staff with
someone experienced, and protect that informal learning on purpose.

.Nobody has yet found a way to make an hour on a crowded train useful

The advantages therefore outweigh the disadvantages for most
established workers, and the case is much weaker for someone in a first

Jjob. That is an argument for mixing the two, not for going back
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54l g 13S0 . &>V e iy Lo JoiT a3 z.spall gl o apd
LsLs] Vlie V Jlgudl adb lao sl 83>lg 89z — 8)5ho.ll
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389 1haadl Jgl o 3)lgdl sVl g 13 g Lglus ouiyaall (e aisi PRVEY]
The clearest advantage is time." /| "The" — [33uo &3S y0 (Woui 8,86 JS

"...costs are real, but they fall unevenly.” | "What decides it for me is
izl eliy ausig 1 asg MU Jazdl oda L5 ol guloiuws

83320l Jeolaill g Jlesll (b @5.] .Lexical Resource

Lglgd) dlolS dos J| WUSII aass zlizy 8,56 — "picked up sideways” o
N dlozdl Jzls Ll — "learns the tasks and misses the profession” e
Lelo>
do> o )iSi J=ai aunpaid 3351y dedS — "ten hours a week, unpaid"” e
oS oS
weighs far more"* g *"the costs fall unevenly"*q "the balance shifts" o
blailg .dliall e sxias dudi Jlgudl o 53¢kl 5jgll 8;lsiwl — *"on
the money matters” s ;libaill .Grammatical Range and Accuracy
Masy ol guasl oulizl oluis "too: no fare, no lunch bought near the office
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the difference is not convenience — it decides whether the job is" 6 o pidlg
038 o 8a5lg paziwl ST aSly dbgéiall duolall Jac 5385 "possible at all
Lyl ¥ dliall (o

band 6 Jic lgwai 3)dall

ol Sgimes — Shaall aal — 58l 8,86

In my view, the advantages are more than the disadvantages.
Firstly, the companies can save money on the office. Secondly, the
workers are more happy and they can spend time with their
family. Moreover, it is also good for the environment because there
is less pollution from the cars. Therefore, I think that working

from home has more advantages than disadvantages.
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Problem and solution 2.4

pbug) "PWhat problems does this cause, and what can be done about it"

("?What are the causes, and what solutions can you suggest” dswas layi

goill 13a culby 13
Olyis glizy LadliSg .alnb sy bae Jluy (oillly iy tac Jlowy JoU1 )
Algll b sl anle (833 Vlgaw Gul 13gs — diisis
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What problems s . lalize ,Vlgw "causes"q "problems” i Gayl Vg
What are the bl .0V (e iy Lo — gilidl e Jluy does this cause

b §las] lagio Uazll ne 4bVlg el (acl lagyl )81 .aziil tae Jluws causes
85120 &Jj ¥ . Task Response
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Jlgl

In many cities, young people on average salaries can no longer
afford to buy a home.

What problems does this cause, and what can be done about it?

63 puos ol dusas — @il

P1: delayed lives — children postponed, birth rates fall. Rent
transfers income to owners.

P2: cities lose essential workers — nurses/teachers can't live near
centre.

S1 - P1&P2: build more, modest homes. Vienna.

S2 » P1: tax empty/second homes. Faster than building.

End: obstacle is political, not technical. Owners benefit from high
prices.

B35lg dalS ST ol Jus dabdye dlSuitay bgyye o JS6 amadll Cuy i aguwll

>3 gaill dldall

In most large cities, someone earning an average salary can no longer
expect to buy a place to live. The consequences reach well beyond
housing itself, and the available remedies are slower and less popular

.than governments usually admit

The first problem is that people postpone the rest of their lives. Couples
who cannot afford a home delay having children, often past the point at
which they wanted them, and birth rates in expensive cities have fallen

accordingly. Renting indefinitely also transfers a large share of a young
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worker's income to somebody who already owns property, so the gap
between the two groups widens every year without either of them doing
anything. The second problem is that cities lose the workers they depend
on. When nurses, teachers and drivers cannot live within an hour of the
centre, the city stops working properly, and higher salaries do not fix it,

.because what is short is housing rather than money

The most direct remedy is to build far more homes, and specifically the
modest kind that first-time buyers actually need rather than the
expensive flats that are most profitable. Cities which have taken this
seriously, Vienna with its long public housing programme being the
clearest example, have held costs within reach of ordinary salaries for
decades. Building is slow, however, so it needs pairing with something
quicker: taxing empty and second properties heavily, which several
countries have now begun, discourages buying housing purely as an

.Investment

Neither measure is welcome to existing owners, whose wealth depends
on prices staying high. That is the real obstacle, and it is political rather

.than technical. We are not short of ideas

(words 287)
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problems caused lgio b .lgJ U\b.ci s Jlgudl e dlaall cuxi LS
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w9 JIgudl o sl bglos odag .dwludl o Ju doymell (o ) dSitall
Ao Ul 4V e 8)5ball GBI Jody b

olis ai il o Mg 8,86 b o lilSiiwe .Coherence and Cohesion
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dodxiue &g — *"...The most direct remedy"*4 *"...second problem is
Wl a4 gxiwd Ul usoll gogall gag sl e Mss t5)ladl aclu Cuy>

& "Building is slow, however, so it needs pairing with something quicker" dlo>g

i cazall dld paziuig JoUl Jal (b casuiay Coyini . LglS dliall Lodo
doy) 8151 o Y dzdl o gl Lis dulyilly il Jod! puaiil

ol sl o gall (ngh 8320l clowll 6 @51 Lsl) .Lexical Resource
:band 6 BVes plrse ws

wastes" N — "transfers a large share of a young worker's income" o
."money

g o dS Lol — "what is short is housing rather than money" o
ladS

dolS — "discourages buying housing purely as an investment" e
.y ladiwV JuoVly pSuall o dS ;)] Joz aa>g purely

— *"political rather than technical"*g "welcome to existing owners" e
.lzlAj. ...I ee U s . QIAJS
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Cities which have taken" do> .Grammatical Range and Accuracy
this seriously, Vienna with its long public housing programme being the
Jeldl . Bgob LSl Jos )iSi o "...clearest example, have held costs
iSwlaio dlanll Jb U5 gog Jigb yolyicl dss pe Jgoio

iS1s Lgils oo Bilg ST o) oy MGV .o JS (r6 03gS 82519 dla iz
58l dgaball dloally sl il ol Gold 6 — Guiaib iilez
V] (b s

band 6 Jic lgwai 8)d4all

il Sgimey «Jolzdl 8,86

There are some solutions for this problem. Firstly, the government
should build more houses for the people, then the price will go
down and everyone can buy a house. Secondly, the government
should give money to young people to help them. Moreover,
people should try to save more money every month and not spend

it on unnecessary things like expensive coffee.
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Jjas suexi".everyone can buy a house'"g "For the people" -
Sged g anodest homes for first-time buyers Jgq85 band 7 dsuu

s lgic ol g
x> e V d6ils (e )3l 8y0 alsi "Firstly, Secondly, Moreover" -
Socll cdezg SlalS Cuw Juoll ilS cualS liys .guoge i b Jlio ¥

Taskg ooVl ga ySaill .Sy camol Cuuy §,8all oo (b & julzi)l
S aws yehy sl o gall g Response

30



Two-part question 2.5

"?Why is this happening? Is it a positive or negative development”

£gill 13 by 13k
golg 4ls] zlizg LadMS g o adio oVlgw algiy Lo bually

o olalize 33le o Vlgullg "direct questions" dlas HIN eoll 13 (o]
Bije dlezy bo liang — BS> by y3Vlg Fuwai willoy laassi — ¢ gill
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o5 6] Loo yuiSUl apdg Jugauzo 58 13uz JoVI Jldul oo iz geazll 51,
lail Ly 251y huw e (il Jlgul Jomws lgislueg @liall Cisg 18,

".In my opinion this is a positive development" W&

logo Task Response g0 32 laaasl e dasll 4lzYlg .gluio 59 oulliuull
Lg8 3Vl cwandl o8

sl aS=ls — lgs @ols 5,86 lgziolg .uyylousl o) Yol dulill G\ hibs
Aes eSS 6l dasY 558 il a5 deilzdl Jsls oSauw

Jlgal

Many people now buy second-hand clothes instead of new ones.

Why is this happening? Is it a positive or a negative development?
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B3 ans syl dusas — b3l

Verdict FIRST (so it doesn't get squeezed): positive, with one real
cost.

Why 1: cheap new clothes wear out fast — buying used is cheaper
over time. Wool coat.

Why 2: environmental, esp. young. Resale apps made it easy —
intention existed, market didn't.

Positive: displaces manufacture; weakens "clothes are disposable”.
Cost: charity shop prices rise, pushes out people buying from
necessity. = more supply, not fewer buyers.

bzl b ol8 oo all dld b sguaio glod Joll phull (b aSal &S

d>dgaill dldall
Buying clothes second-hand once suggested that a person could not
afford new ones. Over the past decade it has become an ordinary choice,

and in some circles a fashionable one. Two forces explain the shift, and

.on balance I consider it a positive development

The first reason is cost, and it has moved in an unexpected direction.
New clothing is cheaper than it has ever been, but it is also made to last a
much shorter time, so someone who repeatedly buys new often spends
more than someone who occasionally buys something well made and
used. A wool coat made thirty years ago will usually outlast three cheap
ones bought today. The second reason is environmental concern, which is
strongest among younger buyers. The clothing industry produces an
enormous volume of waste, and people who have grown up hearing this

are less willing to add to it. Resale websites and apps then made acting on
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that belief simple, which is the practical half of the explanation: the

.intention existed well before the marketplace did

I regard the change as positive for two reasons. It reduces waste directly,
because a garment worn by a second owner replaces the manufacture of a
new one. More importantly, it weakens the assumption that clothing is
disposable, and that assumption does more damage over time than any
.ndividual purchase

There is one genuine cost. As buying used becomes fashionable, prices in
charity shops rise, and those who shop there out of necessity are pushed
out. That is a real harm falling on the people least able to absorb it. It is

.an argument for increasing supply, though, rather than for buying less

(words 292)
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Eoogall lig) 8slinall dgzgll g "trend"” o
.dalKis jueq day8> in some circles a fashionable one" — circles”

\.&JV| — "displaces" / "replaces the manufacture of a new one" e
dablsell

"poor people" Cuudg 485y — "those who shop there out of necessity”
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J=all ga falling on the people least able to absorb it" — absorb” e
dalsdl go zusuall

That" . 55,5Y1 Guilazdl | ail .Grammatical Range and Accuracy
is a real harm falling on the people least able to absorb it. It is an

".argument for increasing supply, though, rather than for buying less
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In my opinion, I believe that this is a positive development because
it is good for the environment and also people can save their
money. Nowadays, the pollution is a very big problem in the world
and we should protect our planet for the future generations. In
conclusion, buying second-hand clothes is a good trend and more

people should do it.
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band 6 sic julll oy sl lo — Part 3

AR LN " 5 7z

dails g6 .cld Jis ¥ VlEo gyl ol S S 28 5650 o dxy eyl i 1,31
caws il Ailis oy ol g Gus iSs géil gdg b33ze lslsy

Jol aazuny & 5ball Uazdls i bhuall ligly .as)bo clasl sia o e \
agle GUS gauis 03 Lol toly also

ibgazxall Ollsll 3.1
el lgil Guld] ooy Gl 8512l o 03 Y Wl oo Tl

"It is a well-known fact that..." "Since time immemorial, humans
have..." "This essay will discuss both sides of this controversial
issue.” "In today's modern world, technology plays a vital role in

our daily lives."
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Part 2: "Language teaching now starts earlier in many < loido
countries than it did a generation ago." "Buying clothes second-hand
logio l,_si Cuuy "once suggested that a person could not afford new ones
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Discuss both views and give your . iadsi Task 2 dliwl ;eunis b 54iS
own opinion. Why is this happening? Is it a positive or negative
development? What problems does this cause, and what can be

?done about it
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.Firstly. Moreover. Furthermore. In addition. Additionally. Last but not least
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assumes." "What decides it for me is..." "The argument for primary

".school rests on something different
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Cities which have taken this seriously have held costs" .J.og do> .1
".down
"An early start only helps if the teaching is good" .dub yi dla> .2

Where trained specialists exist, primary school is" .de34e dsyli dlo> .3
the better time to begin." "Although the costs are real, they fall

".unevenly
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We are not short of ideas.” "Three," .lasuo Cru 8ywaddl Jozdl e

o Lo o 8ylaullg 8y buws I)_oj dly gl asy 8yunall dexll ".reliable

dliol cwy dliol 3.6

"For example, many people believe this." "For instance, there are
a lot of studies about this topic." "For example, in some countries

the situation is very different.”
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London saw traffic inside its charging zone" :d4>3 g0l OVl oy )6
fall sharply."” "Vienna with its long public housing programme.” "My
cousin moved country at six and now sounds local in both her
languages." "A wool coat made thirty years ago will usually outlast

".three cheap ones bought today
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4 N

dliwl 8 pine 4.1

ol il Jsey g Academic ol JoVl Jsos 295 JS b -0 JSI o V15
130 LoguiSLs lagis b il 38 ¢, LisVI S SJ — General Training

ol s ol o LglS 8 sl dliwll cud

289 Part 2 (o duesdl 23l Dguodo lidg (dx>3gei O] Lidy 257 V
Basly ST alg SVl sine Olya) z3ged Jlgw JSU oS olg -Jwadilly Cuwyd
AUl s N OVEe]l belys g

wl).eJJ Ua>g sl U.UMJS Joubzil) jues .daus)y 40 dlwai a.bol
Opinion
Universities should offer places only to students with the highest .1

examination results, whatever their background. To what extent do
?you agree or disagree
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Employers should not be allowed to contact their staff about work .2

?outside working hours. To what extent do you agree or disagree

Discussion

Some people think entry to museums should be free for everybody. .3
Others argue that charging for entry is what allows museums to look
after their collections properly. Discuss both views and give your own
.opinion

Some people spend their whole lives in the town where they were .4
born. Others move frequently for work or study. Discuss both views

.and give your own opinion

Advantages and disadvantages

Many universities now teach their courses in English rather than in .5
the local language. Do the advantages of this outweigh the
?disadvantages

More people living in cities are choosing to keep a pet. Do the .6

?advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages

Problem and solution

In many countries, fewer young people are choosing to become .7
teachers. What problems does this cause, and what can be done about
?it

In many neighbourhoods, people no longer know the people living .8
next door. What problems does this cause, and how could the

?situation be improved
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Two-part question

People in many countries are having children later in life than in the .9
past. Why is this happening? Is it a positive or a negative

?development

Many people now watch films at home rather than going to a cinema. .10

?Why is this happening? Is it a positive or a negative development
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